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This international preliminary examination rq)ort has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
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This REPORT consists of a total of . 



. sheets, including this cover sheet 



□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
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Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in tiie international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/007200 



L Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international £^plication:* 
the international application as originally filed 
tiie description: 



□ 



□ 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 
pages 



pages 
pages 



, as ori^ally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 



, as origmally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the intemational application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item, u- u • 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language . which is: 

I I the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of intemational search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

I I the language of publication of the intemational application (imder Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation fumished for the purposes of intemational preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational i4)plication, the intemational 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I I contained in the intemational application in written form. 

I I filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I fumished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I I The statement that the subsequently fumished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

mtemational application as filed has been furnished. 
I I The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been fumished. 



□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages — 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

♦ Replacement sheets which have beenfimushed to the receiving Office in response to an invitation wider Article 14 ore referred to 
in this report as "originally filed'* and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70 J 6 
and 70 J 7). 

** Any replacement slieet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report. 
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m. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



. -nie questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious), or to be 
industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

[ I the entire international application. 

claims Nos. 39-43 . 

because: 



fvTl the said international application, or the said claims Nos. . . ^r^. — /^^^^aa. 

13 rela^toSuowingl^^^ matter which does not require an international prehminary exammation (speciM 

Relates to a method for treating the human body. 



□ 



fhc description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 
are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 



□ the claims, or said claims Nos. j , 3 

by the description that no meaningfuli opinion could be formed. 

no international search report has been established for said claims Nos. . 



. are so inadequately supported 
3M3 



2 A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be canied out due to the feilure of &e nucleotide and/or amino acid 
seS^cKng to comply ^th the standard provided for in Annex C of the Admmistrative Instructions: 

I I die written form has not been furnished or does not con5)ly widi the standard. 
|~| the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply widi the standard. 
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IV. Lack of imity of invention 



1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 
restricted the claims. 
I I paid additional fees. 
I I paid additional fees imder protest 

neitiier restricted noir paid additional fees. 



□ Hiis Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied witii and chose, according to Rule 68.1, 
not to invite me applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 



3. This Authority considers tiiat die requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 

I I complied with. 

not coiiq>lied with for the following reasons: 

The group of compounds described in Markush fonnat in Claim 1 is found to have the following common 
structure: 




However, the compoimds with such a structure are known to have Registry Numbers (referred to as RN 
hereinbelow) including 68639-14-5, RN 32160-91-1, RN 23935-87-7, and RN 24051-08-9. Therefore, the 
chemical structure thereof cannot be considered as an important chenaical structural element. Further, there is no 
other common feature that can be considered a special technological feature in the sense of PCT Rule 13.2, 
second sentence, between the inventions of this group. Therefore, the inventions of this group cannot be 
considered to be so linked as to form a single general concept. 

The group of compounds described in Markush fonnat in Claim 1 can be considered to constitute the 
following eight groups of inventions, if attention is focused on flie structure [(iHiv)] of R^ which is a variable 
component in the general formula in the Markush format, and the combinations [(a), (b)] of R and A, which are 
also the variable components: 

(1) A group of compomds such that R^ is (i) and R^ and A constitute (a). 

(2) A group of compounds such that R^ is (i) and R^ and A constitute (b). 

(3) A group of compounds such that R^ is (ii) and R^ and A constitute (a). 

(4) A group of compounds such that R^ is (ii) and R' and A constitute (b), 

(5) A group of compounds such that R^ is (iii) and and A constitute (a), 

(6) A group of compounds such that R^ is (iii) and R^ and A constitute (b). 

(7) A group of compounds such that R^ is (iv) and R^ and A constitute (a). 

(8) A group of compoimds such that R^ is (iv) and R^ and A constitute (b). 
The inventions described in claims 2 to 43 cite claim 1 and constitute a group of inventions 

corresponding to a group of compoimds (1) to (8). 

4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were tiie subject of international preliminary examination 
in establishing tiiis report: 

\ I all parts. 



&e parts relating to claims Nos. 1-38 fliat per tain to a group of chemicals in v^ch in the General Formula of claim 1, 
R2 is m and R8 and A are (a^. . . 
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V- Reasoned statemmt under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicabilitr, 
citations and explanations supporting such statement ^ 



International application No. 

PCT/JP03/07200 



1. Statement 

YES 



Novelty (N) Claims \ 1-38 



Claims 



Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-38 



YES 



Claims NO 



Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1-38 



Claims 



NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Docvunent 1: WO 01/29000, A2 (DU PONT PHARMACEUTICALS CO.), 26 April, 2001. 
Document 2: WO 01/22604, Al PU PONT PHARMACEUTICALS CO.), 21 March, 2002. 
Document 3: WO 01/22602, A2 (DU PONT PHARMACEUTICALS CO.), 21 March, 2002. 

Claims 1-38 

The inventions of claims 1-38 ^pear to possess novelty and involve an inventive step with 
respect to documents 1-3 cited in the ISR. ^ 

Documents 1-3 neither describe nor suggest the compounds in which R is (i) and R and A 
constitute (a) in flie general fonnvda (T) of claim 1 of the present international appUca.tion. 
Furthermore, such compounds are neither described nor suggested as having an anti- infl a mm atory 
effect or being effective against diseases associated with TARC (CCL17) and/or MDC (CCL22). 
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Contmuatioii of Box : 

Continuation of Litemational Patent Classification (IPC) 

Int. CV A61P3 1/14, A61/P35/00. A61P35/02, A61P37/02, A61P37/06, A61P37/08, A61P43/00. 
C07D487/04 
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